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of not less than five, and not more than eight years; for the
possibility of being chosen at the next election will be an incentive
to the other governors. It shall be the duty of parliament to
determine which of the governors has been the best ruler, and he
shall be chosen president; but the whole press will have publicly
discussed the merits of each candidate in advance, and it is in-
conceivable that any serious mistake could be made."
On being asked what powers he would give the president, Avenir
replied, " Unrestricted powers in war, but in peace his powers
would be limited by the right of veto of the governors, if a majority
should declare against any decree/'
" What then would be the function of parliament ? "
" It would have to determine, on the election of a president,
which of the governors had proved the most efficient, and had best
governed his province."
" You regard it then, as unnecessary to summon the ' talk shop'
for any other purposes ? "
" Yes, for the governors would be able to exercise their veto also
against the budget being overstepped."
" Is universal suffrage to be retained in the election of governors
and of the parliament ? " somebody asked.
"There would be no great objection to that/' said Avenir,
" although I am not in general an enthusiast for having everybody
interfering with the machinery of the state. To give the same
elective rights to uneducated and to educated persons, leads to
bribery and all kinds of abuses. It is indisputable that an educated
man has more judgment than an uneducated one, and the latter
instinctively turns to the former for advice. Why in politics
should we depart from what is a natural order of things ? I hold
that only the educated classes should have the vote. To give it to
all is about as sensible as to give a father and child equal rights in
the family."
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